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Concordia
What is Concordia? In the Latin, it means “with (one) heart.” That is what we have with God and by God. By
ourselves, there is no such thing as Concordia because of our sin. It is God who makes Concordia with us and for us.
During the Reformation, many documents were written by the likes of Philip Melanchthon, Martin Luther, Martin
Chemnitz, and others. These were compiled following the death of Luther in 1546. The purpose of those documents
was to create Concordia, agreement in the teachings of the Lutherans. The only way this could be achieved was not by
the writings these men produced, but the basis of those writings, Holy Scripture. God and God alone makes Concordia
with His creation.
At the most recent Higher Things conference entitled “Concordia,” we learned what it means to have Concordia in the
Church: to be unified around the confession of Jesus as our Lord and Savior like a congregation singing together in
many different parts but singing the same song together in perfect harmony. To have true Concord is always centered
around the confession of Christ and Him crucified!
Why is Concordia so important? Concordia, in and of itself, is important, if for nothing else, the sake of peace and
harmony. For the Church, however, Concordia is even more important. If the Church does not have Concordia, then
the Church is not unified in her confession, and without a common confession, what is the Church to do? Without a
common and unified confession, the Church fails to be the Church.
Let us recall that in our midst
Dwells Christ, His only Son,
As members of His body joined
We are in Him made one.
LSB 845:5
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Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to the question: “How much should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such questions also vary.
Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-justification. Even though, as Lutherans, we know we are not saved by our works
but by grace through faith because of Jesus’ substitutionary atonement, the natural religion of fallen man is to earn God’s favor by what we
do.
Take, for example, the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus first tells him to
keep the commandments. The rich young ruler responds by indicating that all this he has kept from his youth. But Jesus tells him that he lacks
one thing: He must sell all he has and give it to the poor and then follow Him.
This rich young ruler went away sad because he was quite wealthy and could not part with his possessions. Here we see that those who seek
to justify themselves by their giving will hear a response that intensifies the duty that God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a response
that makes it impossible to win God’s favor by their works.
But to those who genuinely desire to know their duty as Christians in the arena of giving, we look to the Bible for our answer. We believe the
Bible is the Word of God. And we know that the Word of God has been “breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).
So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does the Bible say about how much we should give and
to whom?”
The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe – 10 percent – of the first fruits of their labor to
support the full-time ministry of the Levites. This is what the Lord gave Moses to teach the people:
“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that he
will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of
your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always.
“And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when the Lord your God blesses you, because the place
is too far from you, which the Lord your God chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up the money
in your hand and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses and spend the money for whatever you desire – oxen or sheep or
wine or strong drink, whatever your appetite craves.
“And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your household. And you shall not neglect the Levite who is
within your towns, for he has no portion or inheritance with you.
“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and lay it up within your towns.
And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are within
your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands that you do.” (Deut.
14:22–29)
This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly by calling it a tithe. St. Paul teaches the Church at Corinth the following:
We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first
fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor.
9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And all of this is because the “Lord has ordained that those who preach the Gospel should make their living by
the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), just as the Levites did.
This is our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us rich in Him – blessing us with the riches of heaven
– so we have also been so blessed to follow the example of our Lord and Savior and give of ourselves and the work of our hands to bless others with the same.
If we have been lax in this, let us, like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross and scorned its shame, likewise begin to
work toward this goal of regular giving of a generous proportion of the first fruits of God’s giving to us.
And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the joy set before us – with a spirit of eagerness, cheerfulness, and love – to share the blessings of
God with those placed into our care.

Trinity Lutheran Church Voters Meeting
May 5, 2019
Attendance (attached): Carol Bohl, Deb Bonine, Wendy Dornan, Rob Gordon, Darlene Hanson, Deb Hopp,
Rodney & Bert Maki, Scott Marrington, Bryan K Mills, Bryan & Shirley Mills, Marian Neugebauer, Mark
Reimnitz, Mike & Robyn Rothleutner, Greg Schliske, Terry & Janet Tharp, Lowell & Ruth Thompson, Roger
& Lori Tresch, Terri Triebs, Pastor & Gwen Tucher, Gery Wanner, Diane While, Lillian Wollman.
Guest: Pastor Maas-Cheyenne
Former president Lowell Thompson called the meeting to order. Pastor Maas
led the opening devotion on Psalm 133-Unity Lowell welcomed Roger &
Lori Tresch

Led invocation for the Special Olympics of NE Wyoming
May13-15 Pastor conference in Rock Springs
May 30 Ascension Service @ 7:00 PM

Bd. of Ed: Deb Hopp reported. There are 8 students registered for the 2019-2020 and 6 applications out.
Preschool graduation will be May 17, 2019 for 17 four/five year olds. Last day of Sunday School is May
5, 2019.

Prayer
Bert Maki, Secretary

Wyoming District
Round-Up
July 2019
District Website: www.wylcms.org

For Rev. Vernon Boehlke (emeritus, Riverton), who continues to receive treatments for cancer.
For Rev. Ralph Jaeger (emeritus, Laramie), who continues to gain strength after a heart attack in
early December.
For Rev. Kenneth Humphrey (Trinity, Morrill), who is at home receiving medicine for an enlarged
heart.
In thanksgiving, for the family of Rev. Nolan Obermueller, who died June 15. He served our congregations at Immanuel, Sheridan; Trinity, Cheyenne; and St. Luke's, Worland, and also as 1st Vice
President of the Northern Nebraska and Wyoming Districts (1971-86). The funeral is July 2 in Seward,
NE. Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord!
The parish of Zion, Grover and Grace, Pine Bluffs is being served in a vacancy arrangement by
Rev. Lincoln Winter (Trinity, Wheatland).
St. Paul's, Sidney is being served by Rev. Allen Strawn (St. Paul's, Bridgeport) during the
vacancy.
Rev. Travis Sherman (Grace, Gordon, NE) is serving Grace, Merriman, NE (Nebraska District) while it considers its future.
Here/ Stand
Luther's confession in 1521 seems obvious to us: His conscience is bound by the Word of God.
The Word of God is God's own speech and doctrine. As such, it is obviously the source and authority for
all doctrine, because God spoke it. With Luther, we dare not take a stand against God in His Word.
"Here I stand." So help me, God.
But Luther's confession was not so obvious to his hearers in 1521. Their minds and hearts were
dominated and deluded by the widely assumed and believed false doctrines of his day. His opponents
believed the errors of scholasticism and the papacy, just like the people of our day believe many widely
accepted errors. Let's apply this observation to the use of science today.
Science-man's investigation and discovery of God's creation-is a wonderful gift of God, to be received with thanksgiving. Yet, it is a gift with many limitations. For example, it cannot discover any spiritual matters. It can make educated guesses about the past, but it cannot do experiments on the past or
prove its theories about the past. It cannot know the heart of man. It is as limited as man himself is. And
importantly, it's scope and authority are always and completely subject to the Holy Scriptures-God's
Word.

But the authority and limitations of science are being transgressed
by those who seek to destroy the Christian faith and God's commandments. So, in the name of science, various hypotheses about Evolution are put forward as a substitute doctrine for the six- day creation of the world
recorded in the history of Genesis 1-3. For those who believe in Evolution, the consequences are devastating. God is
eliminated, or at least marginalized. Marriage is held as a mere social construct, rather than a sacred institution of God.
The created distinction of male and female, the conjugal marital union, and all God's
commands for marriage and sexual intimacy become mere assertions of human desire and will. Each person becomes
his own god, the legislator of his own morality and law, the creator of his own identity and purpose (or lack thereof).
Likewise, the doctrine of Evolution devalues human life. Thus, man becomes a mere animal, a beast. All human life is
subject not to divine justice but to the imposition of human desire and will by those with power over the lives of others.
Those in power sacrifice some (e.g. abortion, infanticide, euthanasia) for their own benefit or the
supposed benefit of an unknown future humanity.

Other dangers of science can be named. C. S. Lewis observed (in The Abolition of Man) that the more we
conquer Nature (the creation) with our science and technology, the more it conquers us. Our technology can
actually dehumanize us and enslave us by its conveniences and entertainment. For an example, we need only look at
the power of the digital screen to isolate and enervate us, and to replace and destroy healthy relationships and godly
participation in household, church, and community.
Against the abuses of science and technology we confess the God who created the world out of nothing in six natural
days by His Word alone. We confess that God created man in His own image and likeness, male and
female, and simultaneously gave them the gift of marriage, the lifelong union of one man and one woman, with the
command and blessing to be fruitful and bring up children in the fear and admonition of God. We confess that all human life is given by God, and that this gift is to be taken away only by Him. We confess that God gave us our various
stations in the household, church, and community to be the hands and feet of God in serving our neighbors. We
confess that the Holy Scriptures teaches us all these things with clarity and truth. Furthermore, we confess that God
endows our lives with purpose and meaning, and that He brings all His works to completion in the incarnation, life,
death, and resurrection of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. We confess that God will bring the history of this world to a
close at the coming of His Son in glory, when all the dead will be raised. And we confess that He will judge the living
and the dead, condemning unbelievers to eternal torment in hell and bringing His believers into the eternal and heavenly joy of His presence forevermore. This is our faith and confession. Here I stand!
REFORMATION 500: 1519 in Review
The Leipzig Debate went on for days, from June 27 through July 15, 1519. The purpose of the debate was to resolve
the controversies that had arisen after Luther's posting of the 95 Theses. At first it was the Romanist Johannes Eck
against Luther's pastor, Andreas Karlstadt. Luther took his turn from July 4-13. The debate ranged over such topics as
free will and the doctrine of grace, the primacy of the pope, purgatory, indulgences, and repentance.
Luther's hope that the debate would bring about concord and agreement in doctrine was not realized. However, the debate helped him sharpen his understanding and arguments regarding the papacy, councils, and doctrinal authority in
the church. Luther insisted that Christ, not the pope, was the head and foundation of the church. He insisted that all
writings of the church fathers were to be subordinated to Holy Scripture. He was accused by Eck of defending the doctrine of John Huss, whom the Council of Constance had burned at the stake as a heretic in 1415. Although Luther wanted to defend the honor of both the pope and the councils, the debate drove him to insist that both popes and councils
may err, and that they must in any case be placed under the authority of Scriptures.
In a sermon preached on Matthew 16:13-20 during the debate (June 29), Luther summarized the two most important
matters of the debate. First, in the matter of the grace of God and our free will, he referred to Jesus' words, "Flesh and
blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven" (v. 17). He preached, "It follows from this that the
free will of man, praise and extol it as you will, can do absolutely nothing of itself and is not free in its own volition to
know or do good, but only the grace of God, which makes it free and without which it lies bound in sin and error and
cannot get loose by itself' (AE 51.57). Second, on the question of the primacy of the pope, he preached, "It is true that
the keys were given to St. Peter; but not to him personally, but rather to the person of the Christian church. They were
actually given to me and to you for the comfort of our consciences. St. Peter, or a priest [pastor], is a servant of the
keys" (AE 51.59).

July 2
Alicia Acuna
July 3
Marissa Shinkle
Amelia Gegleman
July 4
Marley Wood
Terry Hloucha
July 7
Bert Maki
July 8
Gail Torrey
Gale Larsen
Bill McDonald
July 9
LaVonne Eveland
July 10
Kaden Tresch
Kaleb Tresch
Linda Schirmer
July 12
Kris Roush
July 13
Paulanne Downey
Shelley Ailts
Sheridan Maki

July 14
Amanda Wood
Houston Rabenberg
July 15
Sandi Hloucha
Jessica Klemm
July 16
Mattie Elliott
July 17
Alexander Torrey
Chase Reimer
Keegan Mehlberg
Kassandra Swartz
Cindy Eperjesi
Mark Eveland
Elly Talbott
July 18
Pam Pahl
July 19
Jordan Ring
Sarah Scott

July 20
Evan Schliske
Elijah Frickson
July 21
Laurie Luhr
July 22
Kylie Hanson
July 25
Kylee Wood
Tonya Winterholler
July 26
Bryan K. Mills
July 28
Mark A. Rabenberg
Reid Tucher
July 29
Travis Scribner
Danielle Lund
July 30
Joshua Larsen
Brittany Shannon
July 31
Kyia Muller
Quent Pearson
Ashleigh Hamilton
Wesley Tucher

Altar Guild

Deb Hopp & Carol Bohl


July 7

Scott Marrington

July 14

Scott Marrington

July 21

Janet Tharp

July 28

Janet Tharp

July 7

Alyssa Ahlers

July 14

Stephanie Gray

July 21

Usher

July 28

Kylie Hanson
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Pastor out of Office

7

9:00am Worship
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Quilting
9:00am-12:00pm

Bible Study
10:30am

Pastor out of Office

14
9:00am Worship
w/
Holy Communion
Bible Study
10:30am
Ladies Tea
Party~2:00pm

21

15

Ruth Circle
9:30am

16

22

Bible Study
9:30am

13

24
Heavenly Harp
Concert
7:00pm

Faith Circle
5:30 at
Perkins

Bible Study
10:30am
Voters w/
Potluck~11:30am

29

30

Announcement
deadline for
August

31

9:00am Worship
w/
Holy Communion
Bible Study
10:30am

18

Hope Circle
1:00pm

9:00am Worship
w/
Holy Communion

28

17

Pastor out of Office

25
Bible Study
9:30am

Bible Study

Thursday 7/18th & 25th- 9:30am
Sunday 7/14th & 21st- 10:30am

Monday 7/21
Ruth Circle 9:30am
Hope Circle 4:00pm
Tuesday 7/23
Faith Circle 5:30pm
At Perkins

Ladies of all ages, friends & relatives are
invited to Afternoon Tea hosted by Ruth
Circle. Refreshments and treats will be
served along with entertainment!
Join us here at the Church
July 14th at 2:00pm.
We hope to see you here!!

RHUBARB DREAM BARS
FROM: SANDY ARENDSEN

INGREDIENTS:

July 7
9:00am

Elder: Ron Bothwell
Ted Wicks, Dean Schipansky,
Suzy Schipansky

July 14
9:00am

Elder: Gery Wanner
Lowell Thompson & Evan Schliske

July 21
9:00am

Elder: Roger Tresch
Terry Tharp, Ken Ford,
Rob Gordon, Jack Kueter

July 28
9:00am

Elder: Bryan K. Mills
Jeremy Wagner, Ben Ailts,
Debbie Hopp, Mark Eveland

CRUST
2 cups flour
3⁄4 cup powdered sugar
1 cup butter or 1 cup margarine
FILLING:
4 large eggs
2 cups sugar
1⁄2 cup flour
1⁄2 teaspoon salt
4 cups thinly sliced rhubarb
DIRECTIONS:
1. In food processor, mix together the crust ingredients.
2. Press into a 15 x 10-inch pan.
3. Bake at 350° for 15 minutes (crust will be very light colored).
4. Meanwhile, combine eggs, sugar, flour and salt; beat together.
5. Fold in rhubarb.
6. Spread filling mixture on hot crust; return to oven to bake 4045 minutes longer.
7. Cool; cut into bars.

ENJOY THE CONVENIENCE OF ELECTRONIC GIVING
Trinity Lutheran is excited to announce that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your
regular weekly offering. Electronic giving offers convenience for individual congregation members
and provides much-needed donation consistency for our congregation.
Online giving allows you to go to our church website at any time to set up an automatic donation
plan, change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.
Simply follow these easy steps:
1.Visit the church website at www.trinity-gillette.org
2.Click on the Give tab at the top of the page
3.Click on the Login/Sign Up at the top right
4.Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your one-time or
recurring contributions.

Elders Meeting Date: 6/6/2019

Elders Meeting Minutes

Pastor opened the meeting with a devotion and Prayer
Pastors Report: Two Upcoming Baptisms:
Saybel Ryan Koch – 6/9/2019
Cooper Steven Oldenberg – 6/30/2019
Items Covered during the meeting:
The pastor and youth will be attending the Higher Things Conference June 24th – June 27th.
Other items of note: Pastor Tuchers upcoming vacations:

He will be on vacation July 1st – July 12th with Ron Bothwell and Mark Reimnitz performing the pastoral duties on
the 7th of July.
He will also be on leaving on vacation July 28th after church through the 5th of August with Bill Rathbun & Mark
Reimnitz performing pastoral duties on the 4th of August.
There will be no Elder meeting for the Month of July, so we discussed having the Church in the park service the
25th of August with a potluck to follow. Elders will provide refreshments for this event.
Elders of the day:
July 7th – Ron Bothwell
July 14th – Gery Wanner
July 21st – Rodger Tresch
July 28th – Bryan Keith
Aug 4th – Bill Rathbun
Aug 11th – Bryan Keith
Aug 18th – Rodger Tresch
Aug 25th – Church in the park : No Elder
Next Elders Meeting: Pending

Save the date!!

MORE THAN MUSIC - HEAVENLY HARP
Wed July 24th, 7 p.m.
Encounter with Heaven Concert with Karen Gunderson.
Invite your friends & family for this free concert. Refreshments & snacks to be served at
6:00pm.
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