
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
December, 2017 

Jesus Is Coming 
 

O Zion’s daughter, rise 
To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 
The peace He comes to bring. 

The Advent of Our King LSB 331:3 
 

By the time you read this, the month of December has begun. With it brings all the hustle and bustle of the month. It means a mad rush to the 
store for buying gifts, a flurry of Christmas cards being sent and received. And let’s not forget all the parties! Can you really get everything 
crammed into the next month that you need to do? 
 
Lest we get caught up with the commercialization of Christmas, we need to remember that we have just begun the season of Advent, that period 
before the season of Christmas. Advent prepares us to receive the Babe of Bethlehem on Christmas Day. Advent causes us to slow our lives 
down and focus on what God has done for creation in sending Jesus to us. 
 
God’s prophet Isaiah tells us that Jesus is the King over all kings and Lord over all lords. King Jesus is the loving King who came to serve, not 
to be served. This is the message of the Advent prayers and readings. 
 
But Advent does not stop with what Jesus has done – it goes on to tell us the story of what King Jesus is coming back to do in His second  
advent. The King who first came to us as a child in Mary’s womb will come again with power and might. During Advent, we pray for Jesus to 
come swiftly to raise us from the dead and bring us into His kingdom. 
 
Take a moment. Relax. Enjoy the scenery around you and pause from the hustle and bustle of December as you prepare yourself to receive the 
infant Jesus this Christmas.  
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Christmas is coming. It is a joyous me of feas ng. The Church feasts upon the Word of God in sermon, song, and sacrament.  
 
We hear the proclama on of the message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10–11).  
 
We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased” (Luke 2:14)!  
 
We receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in manger, but wrapped in bread and wine 
placed into our mouths for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salva on.  
 
We feast in great joy indeed because of this great blessing from our Lord and God.  
 
God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His abundant blessing on His people. And He commanded 
them to feast upon it (Deut. 16). The people were to go to the place appointed, where the Lord would make His name dwell, and give 
offerings, each man as he was able, according to the blessing of the Lord that He had given them (Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).  
 
And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had provided. They ate of the choice parts of their 
 offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the people of God as they together heard His promises of blessing, sang of His boun ful  
goodness, and partook of what He gave.  
 
We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas, but throughout all the year.  
 
We feast not just on the salva on He has wrought for us in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on all the temporal blessings 
that God gives out of His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us.  
 
We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in house and home, property and income, family 
and friends.  
 
Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, give as we are able, according to the blessing of the Lord our God that He 
has given us.  
 
Let us, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our income, which He gives, so that all may know and enjoy the salva on He gives 
and the joy we have in the Savior born in the city of David, who is Christ the Lord.   
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THE LUTHERAN CHURCH—MISSOURI SYNOD  
 
 
 
 
Mr. Lowell Thompson  
Trinity Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 485 
Gillette, WY 82717 
 
 
Dear Mr. Thompson, 
 
“Grace to you and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Phil. 1:2) Your 
pastor has probably already spoken with you about my upcoming visit to your congregation on 
Wednesday, December 13th. I want to thank you for allowing me to come, and I ask your help in 
assisting the congregation to understand what is taking place in this visitation, and to encourage 
them to participate in the activities available. It is a special time for me to come and hear the 
Word of God with His Saints in Gillette. I am very much looking forward to it. 
 
In this visitation, I will spend time with your pastor personally, as well as he and his wife over 
lunch. I possibly attend Catechism class Wednesday, for certain I will attend worship, visit Bible 
Class on Thursday morning. After the Wednesday Advent service I hope to visit with the elders 
at 8 p.m. 
 
You are invited to have individual members visit with me, if they any would like to do so. The 
time set aside for this individual visitation is Wednesday from 5-7p.m. To facilitate this 
individual visitation if you would please, post a sheet upon which members of the congregation 
may sign up to visit with me. What would work best is to give 15 minute increments slots 
between 5-7 on Wednesday. 
 
The purpose behind this visitation is to continue the practice of the prophets and apostles, the 
Reformation Church and our own Synod. I come to serve you as a representative of our District 
and Synod, and as a fellow Christian. 
 
Thank you in advance for all your efforts to make this visitation a worthwhile time. We know 
from past experience that God will richly bless our time together. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Mark J. Maas 
2nd Vice President, Wyoming District 
 
Cc: The Reverend Jared Tucher 



 

 



 

 



 

 

ABOUT THE COVER 



 

 

Wyoming District  
Round-Up 

December 2017 
District Web Site: www.wylcms.org  

 
 The Year of the Augsburg Confession  

 
 

“...REMEMBERING YOU IN MY PRAYERS...” (Eph. 1:16)  
For Krista Grams, daughter of Rev. Jeff and Kim Grams; she continues to experience deep, untreatable headaches.  
For Rev. Claude and Deloris Constable, who are in assisted living with health issues.  
For the father of Rev. Allen Strawn (St. Paul, Bridgeport), who is recovering from an accident.  
For the family of Donna Dittman, widow of James Dittman. Donna died in Christ November 14, 2017; the funeral will be December 2, 10:00 
AM, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Cheyenne.  

“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people...”  
+++ 1 Timothy 2:1 +++  

 
PASTORS AND CONGREGATIONS  
       Trinity, Rock Springs and Emmanuel, Green River are continuing their discussions about entering into a multi-point parish arrangement. 
Trinity is being served by Rev. James Martin (Emmanuel, Green River) during the vacancy.  
       St. James, Scottsbluff is entering into discussions with Mount Calvary, Bayard (Rev. George Naylor) about entering into a dual parish  
arrangement. St. James enters into vacancy in the beginning of December.  
       The parish of Zion, Grover and Grace, Pine Bluffs and Rev. Dan Praeuner as they prepare for Pastor Praeuner’s full retirement at the end 
of December.  
       Rev. Ralph Morris (St. James, Scottbluff) retires at the end of this month. On December 3, at 1:00 PM, there will be an open house at St. 
James, followed by a service of prayer and thanksgiving at 3:00 PM.  
 
THE BRIDE CONFESSES CHRIST: THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION  
 
       The Augsburg Confession finishes with these three articles and a brief conclusion. In Articles 26 and 27 we may not struggle today with 
these specific questions, but we can learn a great deal from the approach that they took and the conclusions they (and we!) confess. These words 
are our own confession. Article 28 takes up the question of pastors in the church (see also Articles 5 and 14), distinguishing carefully between 
the authority of the Church and the authority of the State (Government). “Bishop” is one of the terms used to describe those who serve in the one 
Office of the Holy Ministry. In our Synod, the pastoral duties of visitation to pastors and churches is delegated to our Synod and district 
presidents, with assistance from our circuit visitors. Underneath the last part of the Conclusion below are the signatures of seven leading lay 
Confessors and of two free cities in Germany.  
 
Article 26: The Distinction of Meats: Not only the people, but also those teaching in the churches, have generally been persuaded to believe in 
making distinctions between meats, and similar human traditions. They believe these are useful works for meriting grace and are able to make 
satisfaction for sins. . . . So our churches have taught that we cannot merit grace or be justified by observing human traditions. We must not think 
that such observances are necessary acts of worship. . . . Nevertheless, we keep many traditions that are leading to good order in the Church, 
such as the order of Scripture lessons in the Mass [i.e. Divine Service] and the chief holy days. At the same time, we warn people that such  
observances do not justify us before God, and that it is not sinful if we omit such things, without causing offense. AC 26.1, 21, 40–41  
 
Article 27: Monastic Vows: They [the Papists] taught that monastic vows were equal to Baptism. They taught that a monastic life merited  
forgiveness of sins and justification before God. . . . So they made people believe that the profession of monasticism was far better than Baptism, 
and that the monastic life was more meritorious than that of rulers, pastors, and others, who serve in their calling according to God’s command. .  
       First, concerning monks who marry, our teachers say that it is lawful for anyone who is not suited for the single life to enter into marriage. . . 
. In the second place . . .everyone knows that taking a vow that is not made freely and deliberately is against the very nature of a vow. . . . 
Finally, even though it might be possible to condemn a person who breaks a vow, it does not follow that it is right to dissolve such a person’s 
marriage. . . .  
       Every service of God, established and chose by people to merit justification and grace, without God’s commandment, is wicked. . . .True 
Christian perfection is to fear God from the heart, to have great faith, and to trust that for Christ’s sake we have a God who has been reconciled. 
It means to ask for and expect from God His help in all things with confident assurance that we are to live according to our calling in life, being 
diligent in outward good works, serving in our calling. AC 27.10–11, 13, 18, 30, 34, 36, 49  
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Article 28: Church Authority: There has been great controversy about the power of the bishops, in which some have terribly confused the 
power of the Church with the power of the State. . . Therefore, our teachers, in order to comfort people’s consciences, were constrained to show 
the difference between the authority of the Church and the authority of the State. They taught that both of them are to be held in reverence and 
honor, as God’s chief blessings on earth, because they have God’s command.  
          Our teachers’ position is this: the authority of the Keys, or the authority of the bishops—according to the Gospel—is a power or  
commandment of God, to preach the Gospel, to forgive and retain sins, and to administer Sacraments. . . . This authority is exercised only by 
teaching or preaching the Gospel and administering the Sacraments, either to many or to individuals, according to their calling. In this way are 
given not only bodily, but also eternal things: eternal righteousness, the Holy Spirit, and eternal life. This things cannot reach us except by the 
ministry of the Word and the Sacraments, as Paul says, “The Gospel . . . is the power of God for salvation to everyone that believes” [Romans 
1:16]. Therefore, the Church has the authority to grant eternal things and exercises this authority only by the ministry of the Word. So it does not 
interfere with civil government any more than the art of singing interferes with civil government. For civil government deals with other things 
than the Gospel does. Civil rulers do not defend minds, but bodies and bodily things against obvious injuries. They restrain people with the 
sword and physical punishment in order to preserve civil justice and peace. . . .  
         [Bishops] have no other authority according to the Gospel than the authority to forgive sins, to judge doctrine, to reject doctrines contrary 
to the Gospel, and to exclude from the communion of the Church wicked people, whose wickedness is known. They cannot exclude people with 
human force, but simply by the Word. According to this Gospel authority, as a matter of necessity, by divine right, congregations must obey 
them, for Luke 10:16 says, “The one who hears you hears Me.” But when they teach or establish anything against the Gospel, then the  
congregations are forbidden by God’s command to obey them. AC 28.1, 4, 5, 8–11, 21–23  
 
 
Conclusion: We present these articles in accordance with Your Imperial Majesty’s edict, in order to show our Confession and let people see a 
summary of our teachers’ doctrine. If there is anything that anyone might desire in this Confession, we are ready, God willing, to present more 
thorough information according to the Scriptures. Conclusion.6–7  
 
 

 IT’S STILL ALL ABOUT JESUS: REFORMATION 2017  
            We rightly understand that the posting of the Ninety-Five Theses on October 31, 1517, was a momentous event in world history, and 
certainly in the history of Christ’s holy church. But in the weeks following this date, exactly nothing happened, or so it appears. He had sent a 
copy to his ecclesiastical superior, Archbishop Albrecht of Mainz, along with other bishops. Printers had obtained a copy of the theses and  
printed them, likely without Luther’s permission. Within two weeks they had begun to spread abroad. We know that in December, 1517, copies 
showed up in Nuremberg, Leipzig, and Basel. They appeared in Augsburg the next month. By March of 1518 the famous humanist Erasmus had 
sent a copy to his friend Thomas More (author of Utopia, 1516).  
            Looking back, we see God’s care for His church, in that Luther’s theses appeared in the era of the printing press. They could be ignored 
in his own university and church, but they could not be so easily dismissed when they spread across Germany and into the far reaches of  
Western Europe. There were no copyright laws in those days, and the princes and lords had only limited power in censoring and forbidding the 
publication and distribution of objectionable material. The Ninety-Five Theses were out of Luther’s control as soon as they had been copied and 
distributed to others. Yet by means of the printing press and this proposal for an academic disputation, an otherwise obscure Augustinian friar 
came to forefront of God’s reform of His church. As we will see, in 1518 the Lutheran Reformation continued to grow as Luther studied, 
preached and wrote God’s Word.  
 
 

2018 District Convention  
             The Wyoming District Convention will meet May 3–5, 2018. Nominations for District President and 1st Vice-President are due January 
3, 2018. Overtures and other reports are due February 3. Pray the Lord of the Church to bless our District and Synod according to His most 
 gracious favor in Christ.  
 
 

LWML Mission Grant Proposals  
              Mission grant proposals for the 2018–2020 biennium may be submitted to the Wyoming District LWML by LWML Wyoming District 
individual members, societies, units or zones within the District, LCMS Synodical and District Boards, or LCMS Recognized Service  
Organizations. The application form may be obtained from and returned to: Ellen Burbank, Vice President of Gospel Outreach, PO Box 698, 
Torrington, WY 82240. The deadline for application is January 5, 2018. The 2018 LWML Wyoming District Convention will be held June 21–
23, 2018, in Cheyenne, WY.  



 

 

Minutes of Board of Elders Meeting – November 2nd, 2017 
 
Members present:  Terry Tharp, Greg Schliske, Bryan K. Mills, Ron Bothwell, Pastor Jared C. Tucher 
The meeting opened with a devotional followed by Pastor Tucher’s report. 
 
Meeting agenda items 
Pastor Moss will make his circuit visit to Trinity Lutheran Church on December 13th and 14th. Pastor Tucher will make 
circuit visits to Douglas and Glenrock the weekend of November 11th and 12th. The November 12th Trinity church ser-
vice will be directed by the board of elders. Advent letters were prepared to be sent to congregation members. Advent 
services will be December 6th, 13th, and 20th. All services will be at 7:00 P.M. The next board of elders meeting will be 
December 7th at 6:30 P.M.  
 
Elders of the day for December: 
 
December 3rd – Dan Luhr       
 
December 10th – Greg Schliske 
 
December 17th – Bryan K. Mills 
 
December 24th – Terry Tharp 
 
Christmas Day 9:30 A.M. service – Ben Ailts 
 
December 31st – Ron Bothwell 



 

 

12/3 Carol Bohl 

12/10  

12/17  

12/24 Terri Triebs, Darla Even, Wendy Dornan 

Sundays ~10:30-11:30 

Thursdays- 9:30am 
Sundays - 10:30am 

Monday 12/4 
Ruth Circle 9:30am 

Monday  12/20 
       Hope Circle 4:00pm 

12/26 
 Faith Circle                                         

5:30pm at Perkins   

12/31  

December 6th ~ 7:00pm 
December 13th ~ 7:00pm  
December 20th ~ 7:00pm 

Christmas Eve Services  
December 24th ~ 5:00pm 
Candlelight ~ 10:00pm 

Christmas Day Divine Service 
December 25th ~ 9:30am 

Sunday, December 3rd,10th,17th & 24th 
are at the regular scheduled time, 9:00am.  

Advent Services 



 

 

 
December 1 

Mark Rokusek 
Carl Gray 

December 2 
Diana Overby 

Kim Vessar 
December 4 

Donna Foster 
Daniel Luhr 
Lyle Randen 

Cameron Oldenburg 
December 5 

Gwen Tucher 
Dean Marrington 
Wendy Dornan 
Stephanie Gray 

December 7 
Elyott Gorsuch 

John Franz 
Jaime Basham 
December 8 
Beth Scott 

Lindsay Magnuson 
Allen Petersen 

 

December 9 
Christine Tharp 
December 10 

Deb Armstrong 
Lynda Canfield 
December 11 
Midge Kuntz 
December 13 
Kindra Wise 
December 14 
Marge Wicks 
Sandy Roesler 
December 16 
Emma Torrey 

Alexandria Vincent 
December 19 
Casey Dockter 

Olivia Ailts 
Mike Rothleutner 

December 21 
Greg Schliske 
December 24 
Jeremy Knapp 

December 25 
Jonathan Geil 

Mark Lund 
Jesus 

December 26 
Mary Streuber 
December 27 

Charlene Sundquist 
Shelley Snyder 
Cassie Lewis 
December 28 
Carol Streuber 

Alex Rexin 
Anna Talbott 
December 29 
Grant Larsen 

Candice Flesner 
Holly Ailts 

Delbert Gegelman 
Dianne While 
Robyn Fink 

December 30 
Brandon Brown 
Jayden Tetzlaff 

Altar Guild 
Kenda Ford, De De Thompson 

December 16 
Bob & Shelli Shevling 

December 19 
Robert & Pat Beck 

December 22 
Jaime & Sara Riddle 
Rod & Colleen Geil 

December 23 
James & Donna Foster 

December 28 
Ken & Beth Scott 

December 29 
Brian & Shelley Ailts 

December 30 
Terry & Diane Hagen 
Rodney & Bert Maki 

Michael & Angela Wasson 



 

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
Ruth Circle 

9:30am 
 
 
 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Hope Circle 
4:00pm 

 
 

 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
Confirmation 

6:00pm 
 

Advent Service 
7:00pm 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
Confirmation 

6:00pm 
 

Advent Service 
7:00pm 

 
Confirmation 

6:00pm 
 

Advent Service 
7:00pm 

 
 

 
Faith Circle 

5:30pm 
At Perkins 

 

9:00am Worship  
w/  

Holy Communion 
  

Bible Study & 
Sunday School 

10:30am 

9:00am Worship  
w/  

Holy Communion 
  

Bible Study & 
Sunday School 

10:30am 

9:00am Worship  
w/  

Holy Communion  
Bible Study & 
Sunday School 

10:30am 
Sunday School  

Program~6:30pm 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
Pastor in Casper 

 
Board of Ed 
Meets~4:30 

 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
Bible Study 

9:30am 
 

Elders Meet 
6:30pm 

 
 

Preschool 
9:00am 

 
 

Bible Study 
9:30am 

 
 
 
 

 
Bible Study 

9:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 9:00am Worship  
w/  

Holy Communion  
Bible Study & 
Sunday School 

10:30am 
Christmas Eve  

Worship~5:00pm 
Candle Light 

Worship~10:00pm 
 

Divine Worship 
Service 
9:30am 

Church  
Decorating 

10:00am 
 
 
 
 

 

9:00am Worship  
w/  

Holy Communion 
  

Bible Study & 
Sunday School 

10:30am 



 

 

Preschool  Happenings 

LWML 
Thank you to all of you who donated your time, talents and treasure 
to our annual bazaar.  A total of $3287.50 was taken in, this total 
represents $1156.50 in kitchen sales, $564.50 in bake sale, 
$1036.50 in craft sales and $530.50 in sales on Sunday.  We were 
able to serve left over food for the potluck on Sunday as we  
welcomed our visiting missionary, Pastor Doug Thompson and his 
wife in our midst.  A quilt and other craft items were sent with 
them to take to Africa when they return to the mission  
field.  Chicken and broth from the kitchen were donated to the boys 
cottage at the YES house.  All of this was possible because of your 
generous participation. 
 
Our next general meeting will be on Sat., Jan. 20, 2018.  The  
distribution of bazaar proceeds will be decided at this meet-
ing.  Traditionally money is sent to seminary students, seminary 
food banks and missionaries. In addition we have supported local 
charities, as well.   If any of you have a charity that you feel would 
be worthy of consideration for these funds, please contact Pastor 
Tucher or Bert Maki.   Include any information that you have con-
cerning the charity. Please continue to pray for the recipients of the 
mission grants that are supported both on a District level and  
National level, and if able, with your mites. All things are possible 
when we trust in God to lead us in our use of his bounty as we 
Serve the Lord with Gladness. 
 
 
Your Sister in Christ 
Bert Maki, Pres. 
Trinity Lutheran LWML Society 



 

 

12/3 9:00am Emma Talbott 

12/6 7:00pm 
Advent Service 

Alex Eisenbraun 

12/10 9:00am Jason Fink 

12/13 7:00pm 
 Advent Service  

Paige Jaramillo 

December 3 
9:00am 
 
December 6 
Advent Service 
7:00pm 
 
December 10 
9:00am 
 
 
December 13 
Advent Service 
7:00pm 
 
December 17 
9:00am 
 
 
December 20 
Advent Service 
7:00pm 
 
 
December 24 
9:00am 
 
 
 
5:00pm 
 
10:00pm 
 
 
December 25 
9:30am 
 
 
 
December 31 
9:00am 
 
 
 

Elder: Dan Luhr 
Don Larsen, Greg Schliske, Bryan Mills, 
Dan Luhr, Bryan K. Mills 
 
Ted Wicks, Dean Schipansky,  
Susy Schipansky 
 
Elder: Greg Schliske 
Lowell  Thompson, Bud Westre, 
Doug Tracy 
 
 
Terry Tharp, Ken Ford, 
Rob Gordon, Mark Lund 
 
Elder: Bryan K. Mills 
Jeremy Wagner, Ben Ailts, 
Debbie Hopp, Marl Eveland 
 
 
Darla Even, Jacob Even, Terri Triebs, 
Debbie Hopp, Wendy Dornan 
 
 
Elder: Terry Tharp 
Don Larsen, Greg Schliske, Bryan Mills, 
Dan Luhr, Bryan K. Mills 
 
Christmas Eve Worship Services 
Ted Wicks, Dean Schipansky,  
Susy Schipansky 
Lowell  Thompson, Bud Westre, 
Doug Tracy 
 
Divine Worship Service 
Eder: Ben Ailts 
Terry Tharp, Ken Ford, 
Rob Gordon, Mark Lund 
 
Elder: Ron Bothwell 
Darla Even, Jacob Even, Terri Triebs, 
Debbie Hopp, Wendy Dornan 

12/17 9:00am Sierra Yanzick 
12/20 7:00pm 

Advent Service 
Jacob Even 

12/24 9:00am Randall Crowson 
12/24 Christmas Eve 5:00pm Carl Gray 
12/24 Candle Light 10:00pm Anna Talbott 
12/25 Divine Worship 9:30am Usher 
12/31 9:00am Jacob Even 
   
   

Cereal Coconut Squares 
 

From Marian Neugebauer 

Ingredients 
 1 1/2 cups Kellogg's® corn flakes or Rice Krispies®  

1 cup flaked coconut  
1/2 cup salted peanuts  
1/2 cup half-and-half  
1/2 cup light corn syrup  
1/2 cup sugar  

1. In large mixing bowl, coated with cooking spray, combine KELLOGG'S 
CORN FLAKES cereal, KELLOGG'S RICE KRISPIES cereal, coconut and 
peanuts. 
 
2. In 2-quart saucepan, combine half and half, corn syrup and sugar. Cook 
over medium heat, stirring occasionally to 240°F (soft ball in cold water). 
Remove from heat. 
 
3. Pour syrup over cereal mixture, coating evenly. Press mixture into 9 x 9 x2
-inch pan coated with cooking spray. Cool completely. Cut into squares. 
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